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went with Bu lama to visit the temples* As they differed
in their interior arrangement from those I had seen at
Kumbum, I will describe them briefly. We first visited the
hall where readings of the sa-
cred books take place. It was
about 150 feet by 75 feet;
the light came from above,
as in all templ'es; the ceiling
rested on two rows of pil-
lars covered with handsome
Mng-hsia rugs. On the far-
ther side, and facing the en-
trance, was a low platform
about six feet square, covered
with rugs and cushions; here
the abbot or the lama con-
ducting the reading takes
his seat. The whole hall was filled with rows of
cushions, before which - were low, narrow stands on
which to place the books. There were no ornaments or
images in this hall,1 but the walls were divided into
panels about twelve feet square, and in each of these
was painted on cotton some god or scene from the life
of the Buddha Shakyamuni, all of them highly interest-
ing and very quaint. Adjoining this hall was a small
building, a tea-kitchen (ja ttany), in which were hage cop-
per caldrons to boil tea, set in a stove of masonry, and
along the wall were perhaps a hundred copper beakers
in which it is served to the lamas.

THE GODDESS DBQIXMA.     (IMAGE COV-
ERED WITH GAKMENT OF
YELLOW SATIN.)

1 The second story, however, was
filled with images of every size, and
made of silver, bronze, wood, or clay.
They were arranged along the walls.

There were no altars before most of
them, and only very small ones before
the rest. Nearly all temples have
their image rooms ou the second floor.